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February 9, 2007

Board of School Trustees
Greater Victoria School District No. 61
556 Boleskine Road, PO Box 700
Victoria, B.C.
V8W 2R1

Dear Chair McEvoy and Members of the Board:

Re: Proposed sale of Former Richmond Elementary School
We represent local community organizations active in the community that includes the
former Richmond Elementary School.  We understand that the Greater Victoria School
District intends to sell this public asset—located at 2780 Richmond Road near the Saanich
and Victoria municipal border—and has recently listed this property with Colliers
International Real Estate.

As community representatives we strongly oppose this decision and insist, that as our
elected representatives, you remove the Richmond School property from the real estate
market until there has been an open and broad-based community dialogue to determine the
highest and best use for this public asset.

In particular, we have the following concerns:
• Your plans to sell the school are completely inconsistent with your May 13, 2003

public commitment and statement (attached) that “…closed schools will not be
sold” and “…must remain in the public domain”.

• You have listed the property with Colliers International yet there has been no
discussion about broader public objectives—social, economic and environmental—
with the immediate neighbourhood, broader community or with local or senior
government partners.

• This school property includes playgrounds, playing fields and an outstanding
portion of the regionally significant Bowker Creek watershed.  These assets are
fundamental to the heart of our community, and also possess important habitat
values and greenways connections.
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• The hasty sale of surplus school properties diminishes the size of the public’s asset,
flexibility for the future, and the amount of public open space which schools have
traditionally provided for communities around them.

• The eight-acre site lies within 600 metres of one of eight “Major Centres”
identified in the Regional Growth Strategy.  The local and regional community
planning implications of the Richmond site should be thoroughly discussed before
any decision is made to dispose of the property.

• By putting the property up for sale without public process you have ignored a
fundamental principal of administrative fairness—that those affected by a decision
have a right to be heard and have their opinions considered.

• School District No. 61 has a public consultation policy and process for closing
schools.  Why is there no consultation process for the sale of these same properties?

In closing, we urge you to withdraw this property from the market until there is an open
and transparent process that fully involves community interests.  We acknowledge the
fiscal realities and pressures that you currently face and would like to work with you, local
and senior governments, and other community partners to explore potential options that
optimize overall public benefits.

Yours truly,

                    
North Jubilee Neighbourhood Association
Soren Henrich, Director

                
Camosun Community Association
Sheila Critch, President

       
South Jubilee Neighbourhood Association
Liz Hoar, Coordinator

                
Friends of Bowker Creek Society
Ian Graeme, President

Attachments (1)

cc: Hon. Ida Chong, Minister of Community Services
Hon. Shirley Bond, Minister of Education
Hon. Rich Coleman, Minister Responsible for Housing
Rob Fleming, MLA, Victoria-Hillside
Carole James, MLA, Victoria-Beacon Hill
Denise Savoie, MP, Victoria
Mayor and Council, District of Saanich
Mayor and Council, City of Victoria
Denise Blackwell, Chair, Capital Regional District
Russ Fuoco, Director of Planning, District of Saanich
Deborah Day, Director of Planning, City of Victoria
Mabel Jean Rawlins-Brannan, Executive Director, Community Social Planning Council
Debra Swain, President, Greater Victoria Teachers’ Association




